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From here … 



To here … 



It’s not all about points  - Graduate & Mature Entry 
Pathways so have a back-up plan. 

http://www2.cao.ie/app_scoring/points_stats/

lc20pts.pdf











Should I apply?

1. Was your household income on or below €45,790 in 2019?

2. Do you or your family have a Medical Card/GP Visit Card?

3. Did your parents/guardians receive a means-tested social welfare 

payment for at least 26 weeks in 2019?

4. Is your parents’ or guardians’ employment status under-represented in 

Higher Education? 

5. Have you attended a DEIS second level school for five years?

6. Do you live in an area of concentrated disadvantage?



You must meet the 

HEAR income limit 

plus 

the right combination 

of 2 other indicators to be eligible



1. Apply to CAO at www.cao.ie by 1 February 2020.

2. Review your HEAR Handbook with your parents or 

guardians.

3. Complete all elements of the online HEAR application 

form by 17:15 on 1 March 2020.

4.  Submit clear copies of supporting documents 

requested on your checklist to CAO by 15 March 

2020.

How do I apply?





The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a third 

level alternative admissions scheme for school-leavers whose 

disabilities have had a negative impact on their second level 

education.

DARE offers reduced points places to school leavers who as a result of 

having a disability have experienced additional educational challenges in 

second level education.

What is DARE?



• If your disability has had a negative impact on your educational 

performance in school.

• You may not be able to meet the points for your preferred course 

due to the impact of your disability.

• You are under 23 years of age as at 1 January 2021.

Should I apply?



• Autistic Spectrum Disorder (including Asperger’s Syndrome)

• ADD / ADHD

• Blind / Vision Impaired

• Deaf / Hard of Hearing

• DCD – Dyspraxia

• Mental Health Condition

• Neurological Condition (Incl. Brain Injury & Epilepsy)

• Speech & Language Communication Disorder

• Significant Ongoing Illness

• Physical Disability

• Specific Learning Difficulty (Dyslexia & Dyscalculia)

Disabilities eligible for consideration



1. Have you received intervention or supports in post-primary school?

2. Has it impacted on your attendance or regularly disrupted your school day?

3. Has it affected your school experience and well-being?

4. Has it impacted on your learning or exam results?

5. Has it caused any other educational impact?

6. Required for applicants with a Specific Learning Difficulty: is it severely impacting on your 

literacy or numeracy skills?

Educational Impact

Has your disability impacted on a combination of the following?



• To be eligible for DARE you must meet both the DARE educational impact 

criteria and DARE evidence of disability criteria.

Applicants must provide the required evidence of their disability and provide an Educational 

Impact Statement from their school to be considered for DARE.

DARE Eligibility Criteria



1. Apply to CAO at www.cao.ie
by 1 February 2021.

2. Review your DARE Handbook with your parents or guardians.

3. Complete Section A of the Supplementary Information Form and 
apply to DARE by answering Yes to Question 1
by 1 March 2021.

4. Submit the Educational Impact Statement and Evidence of 
Disability to CAO by 15 March 2021.

How do I apply?



 Submit it!

 Check it!

 Send it!

Remember



Applicants who are both DARE and HEAR eligible will be prioritised 

by colleges when allocating reduced points places.

Remember

You can apply to both 

DARE & HEAR



Further Information: www.accesscollege.ie



RCSI CAO COURSE CODES
RC001 MEDICINE

RC004 PHYSIOTHERAPY

RC005 PHARMACY

RC101 Graduate Medicine

RC001 Mature Entry Medicine

Pharmacy & Physiotherapy -

Graduate & Mature RCSI direct entry



• Minimum NUI entry criteria for all RCSI courses* 

• Minimum of 6 subjects to include Irish, English, Maths, 

another language, one lab science subject & one other 

recognised subject. 

• You must obtain a minimum of Grade H5 in two subjects 

and a minimum of Grade O6/H7 in the remaining four 

subjects. 

• *Pharmacy  - Chemistry H5 mandatory

• Medicine – 5 yr programme - Chemistry + 1 other lab 

science + HPAT

• *NUI LANGUAGE EXEMPTIONS VIA CAO (Dyslexia, SLDs ...) 

• DARE & HEAR www.accesscollege.ie

• “Free Fees” 

CAO COURSE CODES

RC001 RC004 RC005

http://www.accesscollege.ie/


15 PLACES FOR MATURE ENTRY  - IF YOU ARE  +23 BY 
JANUARY 1ST (TICK MATURE BOX ON CAO FORM)

RC001  - MATURE ENTRY  (MEP) = HPAT + LIFE 
EXPERIENCE + DEGREE* + INTERVIEW = 5 YR PROG

RC101 - GRADUATE ENTRY (GEM) = GAMSAT + 2H1 
RC101= 4 YR PROG

30 PLACES VIA CAO RC101

10-15 places for Graduate & Mature Entry Pharmacy & 
Physiotherapy – 2H1 degree, personal statement, CV, 
refs, clinical / voluntary experience, interview.

IT’S NOT ALL ABOUT POINTS 

Graduate & Mature Entry



13 SCHOOL LEAVER PLACES (4 YR PROG)

13 PLACES FOR GRADUATES ENTERING THE 3 YR PROG  

3-5 INTERNATIONAL PLACES

Rd 1 RC004 LCE PTS = 566

30 RCSI Physiotherapists each year 

School of Physiotherapy CAO RC004 



30 CAO SCHOOL LEAVER  - RC005

10+ PLACES FOR GRADUATES 

2 PHARMACY TECHNICIANS

1 Mature Entry

10+ NEU

Rd 1 RC005 LCE PTS = 578*

54+ RCSI Pharmacists each year  

School of Pharmacy CAO RC005





hpat-Ireland.acer.org







LEAVING CERT RANGE (nationally)

543 – 625

HPAT RANGE 163 – 227

RD 1 LCE & HPAT COMBINED SCORES 2020

RC001 733



https://hpat-ireland.acer.org/



HPAT 
HEALTH PROFESSIONS ADMISSIONS TEST

RD 1 LCE & HPAT COMBINED SCORES = 733 

LEAVING CERT RANGE (nationally)

543 – 625

HPAT RANGE 163 - 227

NO MYSTERY  - PREPARE WELL – PRACTICE TEST BOOK 
– TEST YOURSELF… (read outside of  the LCE)

484 SCHOOL LEAVER MED PLACES NATIONALLY (+ 
GRAD ENTRY = 720).

http://www2.cao.ie/downloads/documents/2019/UGMedE
ntry2019.pdf

CAO RC001 MEDICINE & HPAT

http://www2.cao.ie/downloads/documents/2019/UGMedEntry2019.pdf




https://registration.acer.edu.au/materials/hpat-ireland

3 x complete practice tests 22 euro each 

2 x additional practice questions 12 euro each

https://registration.acer.edu.au/materials/hpat-ireland






HEALTH PROFESSIONS ADMISSIONS TEST HPAT  -

150 minutes - 1 test date only  - February 2020

PURPOSE – TO ASSESS THE GENERAL SKILLS AND ABILITIES 
DEVELOPED OVER THE COURSE OF YOUR EDUCATION AND LIFE 
EXPERIENCE 

SECTION 1  - LOGICAL REASONING AND PROBLEM SOLVING 
(40%) 

44 Qs in 65 mins - 4 options A – D. Evaluate information and draw 
logical conclusions. Reach solutions by identifying relevant facts. 
Generate and test plausible hypotheses, Qs are based on a brief  
text or graph.

This tends to be the most “difficult” section as it has the greatest 
variety of  question types.



HEALTH PROFESSIONS ADMISSIONS TEST HPAT  -

150 minutes - 1 test date only  - February 2020

SECTION 2  - INTERPERSONAL UNDERSTANDING (40%) 

36 Qs in 45 mins. Understand people and their thoughts, feelings, 
behaviour and intentions. Questions are based on a scenario, 
dialogue or text representing interpersonal situations. Most 
passages have multiple questions.

Emotional intelligence, empathy, compassion, good judgement 
skills are required in this section - speed and your gut instinct key.



HEALTH PROFESSIONS ADMISSIONS TEST HPAT  -

150 minutes - 1 test date only  - February 2020

SECTION 3 - NON VERBAL REASONING (20%) 30 Qs in 40 mins. 5 
options A – E. Reason in the abstract, solve problems in non-verbal 
contexts. Qs are based on patterns or sequences of  shapes.

This section you can  improve your score on with practice .



NON VERBAL REASONING  = 20% 





In addition to gaining familiarity with actual HPAT – Ireland questions, working 

through the HPAT – Ireland Practice Test 3 will help you to build your general test-

taking skills. It will help you to:

• build a positive attitude

• be prepared and confident

• use your time wisely

• develop your test-taking strategies

• apply strategies for answering multiple-choice questions

• check your answers

• develop an edge…



https://registration.acer.edu.au/materials/hpat-ireland

3 x complete practice tests 22 euro each 

2 x additional practice questions 12 euro each

https://registration.acer.edu.au/materials/hpat-ireland








15 PLACES FOR MATURE ENTRY  - IF YOU ARE  +23 BY JANUARY 1ST (TICK MATURE BOX ON 
CAO FORM)

RC001  - MATURE ENTRY  (MEP) = HPAT + LIFE EXPERIENCE + DEGREE* + INTERVIEW = 5 YR 
PROG

RC101 - GRADUATE ENTRY (GEM) 4 YR Medicine = GAMSAT + 2H1 RC101= 4 YR PROG

30 PLACES VIA CAO RC101

RC005 Pharmacy – 2 places for Pharmacy Technicians.

Graduate & Mature Entry Pharmacy & Physiotherapy places – 2H1 degree, personal statement, 
CV, refs, clinical / voluntary experience, interview.

HAVE A BACK-UP PLAN WITH YOUR CAO CHOICES –

Be strategic, look for other pathways to your dream 

course and future career. There are Level 6, 7 and 8 

Graduate & Mature Entry Pathways to most courses… 



Leading the world
to better health



THANK YOU – QUESTIONS ?

Céleste Golden EU Admissions Officer

cgolden@rcsi.ie

RCSI Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland  Coláiste Ríoga na Máinleá in 

Éirinn

mailto:cgolden@rcsi.ie

